
All rates shown (except monthly example) are per thousand of assessed valuation. Easton rates listed  
above based on approval of this levy request in the amount of $340,000 annually over the next four years.

School  
District

Educational 
Programs & 
Operations  

Levy

Bonds Capital  
Projects Technology TOTAL

EXAMPLE 
Monthly Tax 

(Based on  
$300,000  

Assessed Value)

EASTON 43¢ -- 59¢ -- $1.02 $25.50

Cle Elum-Roslyn 73¢ -- 67¢ -- $1.40 $35.00

Kittitas $1.50 $1.00 48¢ -- $2.98 $74.50

Thorp $1.50 -- $1.75 20¢ $3.45 $86.25

Snoqualmie Valley $1.49 $2.26 45¢ -- $4.20 $105.00

Ellensburg $1.50 $2.70 25¢ -- $4.45 $111.25

state average $1.40 $1.63 69¢ -- $3.72 $93.00

Table 1

Easton School District citizens benefit from one of the lowest local levy rates in the state. 

How do Easton’s tax rates compare 
to other regional school districts?
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Q. What is Easton School asking the community to 
approve? 

A. A Capital Projects levy to provide funding for building 
improvements and technology. Based on assessed valu-
ations of Easton School District, the estimated cost for 
this levy is 59¢ per $1,000 of assessed valuation if vot-
ers approve this measure in the amount of $340,000 an-
nually for four years.  

 

Q. Didn’t we just pass a levy in 2018? why is this on 
the ballot again already? 

A. THEY ARE DIFFERENT LEVIES. In 2018, voters 
passed a continuation of the Educational Programs and 
Operations Levy which funds day-to-day operations of the 
school. This is a Capital Projects Levy which is needed to 
do capital projects like those described in this flyer. 

 

Q. Will a Capital Projects levy increase my taxes?  
The Capital Projects levy will not 
increase your local school tax 
rates because of intentional timing. 
The bonds that were used to build 
the elementary wing of Easton 
School will be paid off in Decem-
ber, 2019. If the Capital Projects 
levy is approved, this takes effect in 

2020, after the bonds have been paid off. Therefore, 
your local school tax rates will not go up if the Capital 
Projects levy is approved.  

 

Q. Why does the district need a Capital Projects levy? 
A. Part of Easton School was built in 1963, technology is 

outdated, and security improvements are needed. The 
nearly 60 year old secondary wing is in critical need of 
renovation to replace outdated wiring, plumbing, win-
dows, lighting, and flooring. In addition, the funding 
would be used to improve technology needs including 
a new computer server, updated computers, and en-
hanced wireless connectivity. Also, the funding would 
be used to improve security including a secure entrance, 
and enhanced cameras, alarms, and security system to 
keep our students, staff and visitors safe.   

Q. If these Capital Improvements are so needed and 
overdue, why wasn’t this request made earlier?  

A. Because our Board of Directors do not want to raise 
your local school taxes.  To avoid overlapping costs, 
they patiently waited for the bonds to be paid off (see 
2nd question above) before asking our taxpayers to fund 
a Capital Projects levy. 

 

Q. How does the local school taxes for Easton School 
compare with other school districts?  

A. The rate for local school funding at Easton School Dis-
trict is the lowest in Kittitas County and much lower 
than most school districts in the state (see table 1).  

 

Q. What has Easton School District done to demonstrate 
good stewardship of school levy funds?  

A. The Board of Directors and school staff work diligently 
to be cost-conscious and conserve resources while pro-
viding the students at Easton School with a quality edu-
cation. School staff teach more than one grade level and 
often wear multiple hats to “get the job done.” In addi-
tion, the district saves money by contracting for services 
in areas where it is more cost-effective to do so. 

  

Q. Does Easton School District enter into cooperative 
purchasing agreements, grant funding, or utilize 
other financial strategies to save money?  

A. Yes, every attempt is made by the district to enter into 
cooperative arrangements that decrease expenses or en-
hance funding opportunities. Financial strategies to save 
money are continually explored. For example, we were 
able to reduce the interest rate on our last bond refinance 
from 4.17% to an interest rate of 1.49%, resulting in a 
net savings to our local taxpayers of $79,754. Easton 
School has applied for and been awarded numerous 
grants over the past several years, including a recent 
grant that provided over $50,000 to renovate our kitchen.  

 

Q. I thought that the state pays for public education. 
Why are you asking for a Capital Projects levy? 

A. No, the state does not pay for capital improvements or 
significant technology upgrades. Many school districts 

rely on Capital Project levy funds for the renovation and 

remodeling of their buildings, updating their technology, 

and improving the security of their buildings. 
 

Q. Are there any special considerations on local school 
levy taxes for seniors or disabled community mem-
bers who live on a fixed income? 

 

A. Yes! You may be exempt from local school levy taxes if 
your annual income is less than $40,083 and you are 61 
years of age or older, or unable to work because of a dis-
ability, or a veteran entitled to and receiving compensa-
tion from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs at a 
total disability rating for a service-connected disability.   

 

Q. What happens if the Capital Projects levy is not ap-
proved?  

A. We do not have the funds in our general budget to take 
care of Capital Projects. Updating and renovating our 
building is long overdue but cannot happen without the 
approval of this levy. In addition, our outdated technol-
ogy makes it difficult for students to connect to the in-
ternet and we are very limited in our ability to integrate 
the latest technology into our students’ learning. We are 
unable to update our technology without this funding.  

 

Q. What are THE most pressing Capital Project needs?  
A. The roof needs to be replaced and the heating system 

needs to be updated. The secondary wing of Easton 
School was built in 1963 and is in desperate need of ren-
ovation. Single pane windows, outdated wiring and 
plumbing, and the need for new lighting and floor cov-
erings are some of the needed projects. In addition, our 
technology is outdated and we need a new server, up-
dated computers, and improved wireless connectivity 
for our students to be competitive learners. Also, it is 
important to improve the security of the building for the 
safety of our students, staff and visitors.   

 

Q. Would the Capital Project levy funds be used solely 
for taking care of renovating the building and 
improving technology?  

A. No. While a priority will be placed on renovating the 
building and improving technology, we are hopeful that 
we can improve Easton School with new Capital Proj-
ects and improvement of the grounds.   

  

Q. Can you give some examples of other projects?  
A. Yes. Some examples include an electronic reader board that 

can post school and community events, improved covered 
playground, new bleachers, and updates to our library, multi-
purpose room, shop class, weight room, and locker rooms.   

 

Q. Do I stop paying school levy taxes if Easton School 
closes?  

A. No. In fact, they will probably go up. All students in the 
state are entitled to a public education. If Easton School 
were to close, the students that reside in the district 
would be annexed into, and have to travel to another, 
more distant, school district. Homeowners in the Easton 
School District would assume the higher tax rate in the 
school district where the students are annexed (see table 
1 for examples of current rates in other districts). 

 

Q. If I have more questions about the Capital Projects 
levy, whom should I contact?  

A. Please contact Superintendent Patrick Dehuff at Easton 
School. You can drop by anytime and ask your questions 
in person. He can also be reached by phone at (509) 656-
2317 or by e-mail at dehuffp@easton.wednet.edu.  

 

Q. Are there any final thoughts that the community 
should keep in mind regarding this levy?  

 A. Your voice is important and your vote counts.

For More Information: 
Please call (509) 656-2317 or e-mail dehuffp@easton.wednet.edu

Easton School District Capital Projects Levy FAQ’s
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